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CJMC’s International Conference on Crony Journalism

Subhajit, Samhita, Madhumita :
‘Crony Journalism’ signifies the
close relationship, which
journalists today share with the
governing power of society. As a
result of this liaison, many
journalists show favouritism
instead of conducting reports in
an independent manner following
journalistic principles and fair
play. To address this issue, Centre
for Journalism and Mass
Communication, Visva-Bharati
organized a two-day international
conference on ‘Crony Journalism:
Redefining Journalistic Practices’
on 18-19 January.
Vice-Chancellor Prof. Sushanta
Dattagupta, bigwigs from the
field of media like Mr. P. Sainath,
Rural Affairs Editor of ‘The
Hindu’, Paranjoy Guha Thakurta,
Independent Journalist,
Educationist and Media
Researcher, Dr. Sundeep Mupiddi,
Professor of Communication and
Multimedia, Web Design and
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Inaugural Session

Development, School of
Communication, University of
Hartford, USA were the speakers
for the inaugural session. While
discussing about the issue of
crony journalism, Mr. P.Sainath
mentioned that cronyism is
gradually changing the ideals of
journalism, leaving the media
houses at the mercy of the rich
elites whose primary motive

Photo : Sinchita
remain in promoting their vested
interests. Paranjoy Guha
Thakurta talked about the
growing ‘friendship’ between the
powerful politicians and the
media barons and how media has
compromised its role of being the
watchdog of the society.
Researchers from around the
world like Dr. Debashis ‘Deb’
Aikat, University of North

Carolina, Chapel Hill, Dr. Abhijit
Majumdar, Illinois University,
Avinanda Mukherjee, Boston
University and Aadita Chowdhury,
Science Editor, Science Borealis,
Toronto, Canada enlightened the
audience. Notable speakers like
Prof. Tapati Basu, Calcutta
University, Mr. Snehasish Sur,
Doordarshan, Dr. Buroshiva
Dasgupta, Media Researcher, Mr.
Swapan Mullick, Director,
Statesman School of Print
Journalism, Kolkata and more
than sixty delegates from across
the country delivered their
addresses on this issue.

The conference concluded
with the valedictory session,
attended by Dr. D. Gunasekaran,
Registrar, Visva-Bharati, Prof.
Sanjeev Bhanawat, University of
Rajasthan, Prof. Madhusudan
Ghosh, Principal, Vidya-Bhavana
and Mr. Indrajit Adhikari,
Ananda Bazar Patrika, Kolkata.
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VOICE OF SOCIAL MEDIA
IN DEMOCRACY

An Anthology
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Y - DRMAUSUMI BHATTACHARYYA

A book entitled ‘Voice of Social Media
in Democracy-An Anthology’ edited by
Dr. Mausumi Bhattacharyya, Head,
CJMC was released on 18 January 2014
by Vice-Chancellor Prof. Sushanta
Dattagupta in presence of P. Sainath,
The Hindu. This book has been published
by Granthana Vibhaga, Visva-Bharati.

Magh Mela 2014

Seema, Debdut : Like every year,
Sriniketan Utsav was organized
to mark the anniversary of
Sriniketan from 6 -8 February,
where people participated in large
numbers. Sriniketan Utsav is
also popularly known as Magh
Mela. The chief guest for the
inauguration of the fair was Dr.
Martin Kaempchen, a renowned
researcher on Tagore. Prof.
Sabujkoli Sen, Director, Studies
Educational Innovations and
Rural Reconstruction, Prof. Amit

Hazra, Principal, Palli Samgathana
Vibhaga and many other faculty
members of different departments
were present in the programme.
This fair is a rural handicrafts fair
which reveals Tagore’s idea
about development and
reconstruction of village life. Prof.
Sabujkoli Sen in her speech said
that Sriniketan still preserves the
importance of Tagore’s idea
related to this place and it is our
duty to continue doing so.
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Padma Award for VC

invaluable contribution to the
field of science for forty long
years.

In an interview he said, “Thave

Subhrajeet, Swagata: Vice-
Chancellor Prof. Sushanta
Dattagupta has been selected for
the prestigious Padmashree

award for this year. On the eve of
the 65" Republic Day, his name
was announced by the Govt. of
India as one of the Padmashree
recipients in the field of Science
and Engineering.

Professor Dattagupta was
selected for this award for his

been working in the field of
science for forty long years and
at present I am the Vice-
Chancellor of Visva-Bharati. I
want to share my honour with the
whole university and the people
I have worked with for the last
forty years”.
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New Bhasha-Vidya Bhavana

Seema, Dipti : The new Bhasha-Vidya Bhavana was inaugurated by
the respected Visitor of Visva-Bharati, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee,
President of India on 7 December 2013.

Other guests present in the inaugural programme were Visva-
Bharati’s Rector, Honourable Governor of West Bengal, M.K.
Narayanan, Prof. Sushanta Dattagupta, Vice-Chancellor, Visva-
Bharati, Prof. Madhusudan Ghosh, Principal, Vidya-Bhavana and
Prof. Rameshwar Prasad Mishra, Principal, Bhasha-Bhavana. The
new building was planned and constructed under the guidance and
supervision of CPWD (Central Public Works Department). In
accordance with the vision to promote equal opportunity to all, the
building has facilites like ramp, elevator etc. for the differently abled.
The new building has many facilities like an internal library, common-
rooms, several seminar halls for the students. Very soon, the
departments of both the bhavanas will shift to this new building.
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Special Lecture on

Journalistic Ethics
Samhita, Subhajit. Renowned
Journalist, Mr. Hiranmay Karlekar,
delivered a special lecture on
Journalism, Ethics and
Contemporary India. It was
organized by the Centre for
Journalism and Mass
Communication, Visva-Bharati on
19 December 2013. The session
was presided over by Prof.
Sushanta Dattagupta, Vice-
Chancellor, Visva-Bharati.
Highlighting the 3 C’s of
journalism - Character, Conviction
and Courage Mr. Karlekar
enlightened the audience on the
existing ethical value and morals
of journalism in India. Though his
deliberation, he described his
journey as a journalist in an
interesting manner. The
discussion came to an end with
interaction and a brilliant summary
by the Vice-Chancellor.
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Seminar on Agriculture & Bio-Security

Debdut, Ayanti, Krishna : A national seminar on ‘Agriculture and
Bio-Security in Changing Scenario’ was organized by the Department
of Agronomy, Soil science, Agricultural Engineering, Plant Physiology
and Animal Sciences on the auspicious occasion of the 125" birth
anniversary of Rathindranath Tagore from 1-3 Feb.

Prof. PMunsi, Principal, Palli Siksha Bhavana welcomed the guests
and audience. The Vice-Chancellor of W.B University of Animal
Husbandry and Fishery Sciences, Prof. C.S.Chakraborty, Dr.
Debabrata Dasgupta, Ex-Vice Principal of Bidhan Chandra Krishi
Visva Vidyalaya, Nadia and Prof. Sabujkoli Sen, Director, SEIRR were
present in the programme.
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Rathindra Mela
Seema, Debdut: Rathindra
Silpa Mela was organised to mark
the 125th birth anniversary of
Rathindranath Tagore on 27-28
November. On the same day the
new Silpa-Sadana building was
inaugurated by Prof. Sushanta
Dattagupta, Vice-Chancellor,
Visva-Bharati. Prof. Amit Hazra,
Principal, Palli-Samgathana
Vibhaga, expressed his hope that
the establishment of a new
Rathindra-Bhavana would help in
representing Rathindranath’s
thought process in innovation of
art and craft designing. He added
that the building was constructed
by CPWD. This mela showcased
the innovation and creativity of
the students of Silpa Sadana
which was praiseworthy.

[SIESATEREAS RIS
ey, 6, fae: Arefos
RS o] 4R AP Ol el
@ W2 AN B @ [l
AV (o977, fe /e f#)
@Y TS So-s¢ T
wcyifere za “@fus 2519 -
AH: (58 IS G AT
GO AT | A R
TS ®IF-RE 8 (AT
ERFTHT @FFeA 2ABC TR
Ol (G N AT A @
1 efewe @bz i e
€3 ARSI T TFTTA
T SR AN =E |
TSI o1 ey REmafer feet
tafrs 2t v o1, sEeiy
AN, AW 7 |

Tagore, Poetry and Poetics

Seema, Priya : Department of English and Other Modern European
Languages (DEOMEL), Visva Bharati organized an international
conference on ‘Beyond Gitanjali: Tagore, Poetry and Poetics’ from
14-16 Feb emphasizing on Tagore’s poetry from 1914 to 1941.

At the inaugural session Prof. Tapati Mukherjee, Director, Culture
and Cultural Relations, Visva-Bharati and Adhyaksha, Rabindra-
Bhavana while welcoming the guests said “Rabindranath cannot be
confined within the periphery of Gitanjali. There are other significant
milestones in his poetic career”. She also added that we can divide
his poetry into three periods the Pre-Gitanjali Period, the Gitanjali
Period, and Post-Gitanjali Period. Prof. Samik Bandyopadhyay, well-
known film critic described Tagore as ‘romantic and mystic’ poet.
Prof. Rameshwar Prasad Mishra, Principal, Bhasha-Bhavana and other
teachers from different departments were present in the programme.
Atthe end of the programme, Prof. Somdatta Mondal, HOD, DEOMEL
thanked the gathering. Participation of speakers, research scholars
from different countries made the event successful.

Women in Indian
Theatre

Riti, Pritha: A two-day national
seminar was organized by the
Women's Studies Centre, Visva
Bharati from 9-10 February
highlighting on the women's
struggle in Indian theatre.

The inaugural session was
presided over by Prof. Sushanta
Dattagupta, Vice-Chancellor,
Visva-Bharati. Prof Manju Rani
Singh, Director, Women's Study
Centre, Visva Bharati, Prof. Ishita
Mukhopadhyay, renowned
theatre personality, Kolkata and
Prof. Usha Upadhay, Gujarat
Vidyapith delivered addresses
on this occasion. The famous
play ‘Rudali’ was enacted by Dr.
Usha Ganguly on this event.
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Seminar on
Environmental

Issues
Mrittika : Center for

Environmental Studies, Visva
Bharati in collaboration with the
Institute of Public Health
Engineers (IPHE), India organized
a national seminar on 22-23
November, 2013.

The then Principal of Shiksha
Bhavana, Prof S.N Roy
welcomed the guests. Mr. A.K
Sanyal, Chairman, Bio Diversity
Board, Calcutta and Prof
Sabujkoli Sen, Director, SEIRR,
Visva-Bharati and other teachers
and students were present in
the session.

IPHE, established on 1972 is
the premier organisation in
protection, conservation and
management of the environment,
mainly ‘Environmental Pollution’
and ‘Public Health’. Invaluable
inputs from the participants
made the event successful.

S 91 2 | AL O]
IFEAb™ AT CITCR
ATSTE6! (Fm ¢ fdeizre! ikt
feitaia e Soits Sifere
G AL 5L&F ©red [Afeq
T WS, AITE @
PI-ZaA] TS SR T |
SCABAE D CTRIL FCA

RwpeTcas CHAe FIb! 29
FIRC 1 AT QTR AR
(FCG @3 GRCIT SCAGA Too
AT IpAl T | & ReIeod
TS| T AFAR e
Azl Alferey Arefor 2Reer
et (@Al @ [ A Ay
AT T Sl |

HifecFecd Rufras

A, e SR TR
(FCHF SO TS b qreHd
fos9 fHufray sifere 2=
RNAFSCAR EFACH e | A
TR (FH TS AT
it AfNfe catEF =
shsivicne [few Jcghos
SRR AT €3 S
AAIfeTe =7 | T SRIt 24w
wifefe 2ot W ToifFe fyee
ITTSACA WL S A
©S! CAAI, 2F-T2PAIRe
(Rl 24w ©: afege
TN, 2RI eI ST
TN oT e TEal @3

AITSACT 2GS S| I |

33, FA7e] Rl SR (P @
Fgifrel adeiog et
@2 TIcs Reeer @@
TGO SNG4 T S S
G| ORIt I@<) AL
B i sRle szIFe! |
fofa (Tazeg wwce SIS
IGRIE! 0 ST FC |
SIS INIfere (72359
Al ey S T |
SR FeIoifog I TG
S5/ ]I B |

IGC’s Special Lecture
Sambhita, Subhajit: Indira Gandhi
Centre organised a special lecture
of Miss Ayu Utami, an Indonesian
writer on “Tagore’s Literary
Creation and Views on Heritage
of India and Indonesia” on 31
January 2014.

The session was presided over
by Prof. Rameshwar Prasad
Mishra, Principal, Bhasha
Bhavana. Ms. Ayu Utami was
accompanied by IPS Mr.
Mrityunjay Kumar Singh, who is
also arenowned poet. Prof. Aruna
Mukherjee, Director, Indira Gandhi
Centre concluded the session by
thanking the gathering.
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Zoology Conference
Jyotin, Rohit: A three-day
international conference on
‘Environmental Biology &
Ecological Modeling’ was
organised by the Zoology Dept.
of Visva-Bharati in association
with the International Society for
Ecological Modeling (ISEM),
under the programme of Center
for Advanced  Studies,
University Grant Commission,
New Delhi, from 24-26 February.
The Conference was
inaugurated by Prof. Sushanta
Dattagupta, Vice-Chancellor,
Visva-Bharati.
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7 Poush

Riti, Suparna: Prof. Sushanta
Dattagupta explained the
necessity of ‘Briksharopan’,
‘Halakarshan’ and ‘Silpotsav’ in
his speech as the Acharya of 7
Poush Mandir. He beautifully
intertwined science and
philosophy and linked them to
the celebration of the ‘Diksha
Dibas’ of Maharshi
Debendranath on 7 Poush.

The programme was enriched
with Sanskrit hymn and songs
performed by the Sangit
Bhavana students and faculties.
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Maharshi Lecture

Swagata, Abhijit: The 41st
Maharshi Debendranath Tagore

Memorial Lecture was held on 24
Dec. 2013 at the Central Library
Conference Hall. In the past,
many eminent personalities had
delivered their addresses on this
auspicious occasion. This year,
the speaker was Emeritus
Professor of Illinois University,

Dr. Rajeshwari V. Pandharipandey.
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Kantha

as Stitch Art

Subhrajeet, Jyotin : Rabindra
Bhavana organised an exhibition
entitled ‘Kantha as Stitch Art’ on
14 November 2013. Shamlu
Dudeja of ‘SHE’ foundation
exhibited her exotic Kantha
Stitch creations in the Bichitra
Hall of Rabindra-Bhavana.

The exhibition was
inaugurated by Prof. Sushanta
Dattagupta, Vice-Chancellor,
Visva-Bharati, Prof. Tan Chung,
son of the founder of China
Bhavana and Prof. Sabyasachi
Basu Roychowdhury, Vice-
Chancellor, Rabindra Bharati
University. Director Culture &
Cultural Relations, Prof. Tapati
Mukherjee thanked the guests
and the audience.
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Conference on

Sports Psychology
Swagata, Debjoy, Snehasish :
Visva-Bharati Sports Board and
Department of Physical
Education took another step
towards national development in
Sports and Physical Education,
by organizing the 24™ National
Conference of Sports
Psychology on ‘Sports and
Exercise Psychology: Career
Development and Psychological
Development of Youth Sports’
from 4-6 January.
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Documentary on Nandan Mela

Mahasweta, Riti, Swagata,
Tania: On the evening of 20
November 2013, a short film was
screened at the Kala Bhavana
premises. The film was made by
Prof. Sisir Sahana, Principal, Kala
Bhavana.

Along with Prof. Sushanta
Dattagupta, Vice-Chancellor,
Visva-Bharati, many teachers and
principals of various Bhavanas
were also present at the

screening. Every yearon 1 and 2
December, the mela is organised
at the Kala Bhavana in the fond
memory of the great artist,
Nandalal Bose.

At the end of this short film
screening, Vice-Chancellor
announced the proposed plan of
‘Lalbandh Eco Zone’ as an
innovative initiative taken up by
Kala Bhavana.

Transformation of

Santiniketan Trust

Priya, Mouli: Santiniketan Trust,
an old associate of Visva-Bharati
was transformed into a charitable
trust on 25 November 2013.
Founded by Maharshi
Devendranath Tagore on 15 May
1888, the Trust celebrated its
125th anniversary last year.

Traditionally, the Vice-
Chancellor of Visva-Bharati is the
ex-officio head of the Trust and
presently, Prof. Sabujkoli Sen,
Director, SEIRR and Mr. Kalika
Ranjan Chatterjee are the
trustees.

This initiative will empower the
Trust to work for the welfare and
progress of Santiniketan and its
adjacent areas, justifying the
objectives of its founder.
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New Initiatives by

Kala-Bhavana

Riti, Mahasweta, Swagata,
Tania : An interdisciplinary art
practice called ‘New Media’ will
be opened very soon at Kala-
Bhavana. Prof. Sisir Sahana,
Principal, Kala-Bhavana said that
in this new department many
experimental works related to
digitization of art can be done. It
will also give an opportunity to
the students of other bhavanas
to join Kala Bhavana and explore
their talents.

In another new initiative
undertaken, a souvenier shop
was opened on 29 November
2013 at Nandan Gallery to sell the
creations of students and
teachers of Kala-Bhavana.
Along with this shop an
exhibition to mark the centenary
publication of ‘Jeevan-Smriti’,
was organized as well. In the
exhibition  paintings of
Gaganendranath Tagore were
showcased.
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